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Welcome 

Working, learning and celebrating together! 

Welcome to Hipswell 

Church of England Primary 

School. We are a caring 

and happy community, 

where our pupils are 

warmly received and 

encouraged to ‘aim high’ in 

order to reach their full 

potential.  

Our dedicated staff team 

welcomes change and 

embraces the fresh ideas, 

diversity and cultural 

heritage brought by the 

arrival of each new pupil.  

Working hand in hand with 

a strong support network, 

we aim to meet the specific 

needs of all children. Our 

pupils come from a variety 

of backgrounds, and we 

celebrate and enjoy this 

diversity.  

We are particularly 

experienced in integrating 

children successfully from 

military and non-military 

backgrounds, with two-

thirds of our pupils coming 

from families where one or 

more parent are serving 

with the Armed Forces.  

We also have excellent 

links with the local church. 

Our strengths are many and varied, in particular: 
 Our high quality teaching 

 An exciting curriculum 

 A friendly and caring atmosphere which creates a `family' 

environment 

 A wide variety of extra-curricular activities 

 An emphasis on making children feel good about themselves 

 A good working partnership with parents 

 Close links with the local community, including the church 

 

With around 195 children and 9 teaching staff we 

feel that we: 
 Know each other as individuals 

 Are aware of each person's progress 

 Can quickly sort out problems! 



“I am very proud of 
the quality of 

education Hipswell 
School provides.” 

Mr. J. Sykes 
Headteacher. 

What makes Hipswell 

Church of  England 

Primary a good school 

community? 

We try to live like this, because as 

a school with a Christian 

Foundation, we especially value 

the teachings of Jesus Christ: 

 We are kind, helpful and polite 

(The Golden Rule) 

 We listen carefully to each 

other (Respect) 

 We try to do our best, even 

when things are hard or go 

wrong (Perseverance) 

 We are honest, and try to learn 

from our mistakes as much as 

when things go well (Truth) 

 We share with each other 

(Generosity) 

 We try to forgive others 

(Forgiveness) 

 We take care of everything, 

and everyone (Love) 

 We have fun. 

 

Our Aims 

Our Vision: 

‘Working, Learning and Celebrating together’ 

We aim to foster a culture in which all members 

play a unique part in our shared experience.  

Our Christian ethos encourages supportive 

friendships with, and between, both civilian and 

military communities. We aspire for pupils 

always to feel safe and valued, growing naturally 

towards becoming confident, independent, self-

motivated and compassionate individuals, who 

make a life-giving contribution to the world.  



School Uniform 

Smartly presented and ready to learn 

The basic colours of our school dress are red and black or grey.  Smart 

grey or black skirts/ trousers may be worn by girls and boys with a plain 

white polo shirt or shirt and sensible black school shoes. 

Our Uniform 

 Red jumper/cardigan/sweatshirt 

available for purchase from  

  www.school-shop.co.uk 

 Black or grey trousers/skirts/pinafores 

 Black or grey socks/tights 

 Black shoes (not trainers) 

 

Our PE Kit 

 Children need a white tee-shirt, white 

or dark shorts, plimsolls (for inside 

activities) and training shoes (for 

outdoor games activities).  

 PE kit should be brought to school at 

the beginning of each new half term. 

Children will be reminded when they 

need to bring their outdoor games 

shoes. 

 

Children are not allowed to wear jewellery 

for their own safety, but if ears are 

pierced, small studs may be worn. These 

must be removed for safety during PE / 

games and swimming lessons. 

Please ensure that all items of clothing 

are clearly named. 



The School Day 

Organised and on time 

The School Day 
Start: 9:00 am until 3:15 pm 

 

Bringing your Child to School 
We would encourage parents to ensure that very 

young children be brought to school and collected by 

an adult.  Although the school day begins at 9:00 am, 

the children will be supervised on the playground by 

a member of staff from 8.55 am.  

 

Road Safety 
We would like to encourage parents, wherever 

possible to walk to school or park in the local car park which is five minutes walk from the school. There 

is limited space in the car park at Risedale Sports and Community College which is next to Hipswell 

Church of England Primary School.  We would be grateful if cars could be parked in the designated 

parking bays.  This will help to ensure the safety of the children as they arrive and leave school. 

 

Breakfast Club 
Breakfast Club opens daily at 8:00 am and takes place in the school hall. There is a charge for this 

service. Please contact the school office to book a place for your child. 

 

After School Care 
This is provided by the PT club. Children are collected from Hipswell School at home time and taken to 

the PT club at Colburn Children’s Centre. There is a charge for this service. Please contact the PT club 

for further information or to book a place for your child. 

PT club during school hours 07864 018610 or Mrs. B. Bulmer 07790 607705 

 

Break-Time Snacks 

 Free milk is available to all children in  the Reception class under the age of five. 

 Free fruit is available for the Reception, Year 1 and Year 2 pupils every day. 

 Children may bring their own healthy item of fruit to school for a morning snack. 

 

Lunches 
 All children who are in Reception, Year 1 and Year 2 are entitled to a Universal Free School Meal. 

Children in Years 3 to 6 are offered the same meal at a reasonable price. Alternatively, children 

may bring their own healthy packed lunch.  

 Parents can pay online using “Parent Pay”. Login details will be provided by the school office on 

admission. 

 Children are not allowed to bring sweets and chocolate bars to 

school. 



For all new starters, parents are invited to contact 

school to make an appointment to look around. 
 

Reception 
 Children who have their fifth birthday between September the 1st 

and August the 31st are admitted fulltime in our Reception class 

in September. In September, the Reception children are divided 

into two groups based on their age, with the older children 

beginning full time education on Tuesday 8th September, 2020. 

The younger children will start their full time education on 

Thursday 10th September, 2020. 

 

For all admissions of children of Reception age up to Year 6, 

please complete the school admission form electronically and 

submit to the Local Authority Admissions office -  

 (www.northyorks.gov.uk/article/23539/school-admissions) 

“This is the best 

school my child 

has attended,” 

Mr. R, a parent. 

November 2019 

Admissions & Attendance 

Admissions 

The Governing Body of Hipswell Church of England Primary School 

believes it is important for all children to attend school regularly. 

When your child is ill and absent from school, please inform the 

school before 9:30am. We would be grateful if parents could organise 

medical appointments out of school time, but acknowledge that this is 

not always possible.  

The policy on absence for a vomiting and/or a diarrhoea virus states 

that a child should be absent from school for 48 hours after the last 

incident. 

Family Holidays 

The Education Regulations state that parents should not take their 

children out of school during term time. Applications for leave must 

be made in advance by a parent with whom the child lives and can 

only be authorised by the school in exceptional circumstances. Each 

application is considered individually by the school. Taking a pupil on 

leave during term time interrupts teaching and learning and can 

disrupt educational progress.  

Attendance 



Working Together 

Things to bear in mind... 

Parents and the School 

It is essential that there is 

excellent liaison between the 

school and parents/guardians 

wherever possible.  

Parents are invited to two 

Parents’ Evenings per year to 

discuss the educational progress 

of their child. 

Medical and Pastoral Care 
 The Community Health Service arranges periodic checks 

such as hearing, vision and medical examinations. 

 Medicines, including inhalers prescribed by a doctor, will be 

given to pupils in school if necessary, but only if a ‘Request 

for School to Administer Medication Form’ is completed by 

parents (Form Med1 available in the school office). The 

medicine must be held by the school administrative staff 

during school hours.  

 

Security 
 Hipswell Church of England Primary School aims to be a 

safe and secure environment. 

 All outside doors are electronically locked and can only be 

opened by members of staff. 

 All visitors and parents must report to the school office. 

Charging Policy 
The Governing Body of the school has agreed to allow the 

Head Teacher to seek voluntary contributions from parents.  

However a child will not be prevented from taking part in an 

activity if a contribution has not been made.  Unfortunately, if 

sufficient contributions have not been received it may be 

necessary to cancel an activity. 

Where any damage is caused wilfully by a pupil, the parent 

may be requested to pay for that damage. 

Child Protection Policy 
Hipswell CE Primary School is     

committed to ensuring the welfare 

and safety of all children in school. 

All North Yorkshire schools, including 

Hipswell CE Primary School, follow 

the North Yorkshire Safeguarding 

Children Board procedures. The 

school will, in most circumstances, 

endeavour to discuss all concerns 

with parents about their child/ren. 

However, there may be exceptional 

circumstances when the school will 

discuss concerns with Social Care 

and/or the Police without parental 

knowledge (in accordance with Child 

Protection procedures). The school 

will, of course, always aim to        

maintain a positive relationship with 

all parents. The school’s child        

protection policy is available publicly 

on the school website and from the 

school office. The Designated Lead 

Professionals for Safeguarding are 

Mr. Sykes and Miss Ewbank. Mr. 

Kane is the Governor with 

responsibility for Safeguarding. 



The School Curriculum 

The Early Years Foundation Stage 

Three Prime Areas 

of Learning: 

 Communication and 

Language 

 Physical Development 

 Personal, Social and 

Emotional 

 

Specific Areas of 

Learning: 

 Literacy 

 Mathematics 

 Understanding the World 

 Expressive Arts and 

Design 

 

Teaching and learning for the pupils in the Reception class is 
carefully planned in all these key areas.  The curriculum is 
organised to be practical and engaging and takes place within 
a friendly and supportive atmosphere. Learning through 
play has a high priority.  

Communication and Language 

Children are provided with opportunities to communicate with both 
adults and children; practising and developing their range of 
vocabulary and communication. They are encouraged to explore, 
enjoy and learn about words.  

Physical Development 

Physical development is encouraged through opportunities for 
children to improve their skills of coordination, control, manipulation 
and movement. Children are supported in developing an 
understanding of the importance of physical activity and making 
healthy choices in relation to food. 

Personal, Social and Emotional Development 

Children are provided with experiences and support, which helps 
them to develop a positive sense of themselves and of others. They 
will be supported in learning to respect each other, to have good 
social skills and a positive disposition to learn. There is a strong 
emphasis on sharing fairly, taking turns and expressing emotions 
clearly and appropriately.  

Literacy 

Literacy development involves encouraging children to link sounds 
and letters and to begin to read and write. Children are given 
access to a wide range of 
reading materials in order to 
ignite their interest. 

Mathematics 

Children develop their 
understanding and awareness 
of mathematics through 
opportunities to investigate 
number, measurements, 
pattern, shape and calculation. 
The children sing songs, and 
are encouraged to complete 
practical activities to gain an 
understanding of counting, 
number recognition and the 
mathematical language needed 
to solve simple problems. 



The School Curriculum 

The Early Years Foundation Stage 

Understanding the World 

Understanding the world involves guiding children to 
make sense of their physical world and their community. 
This is done through opportunities to explore, observe 
and find out about people who are important to them as 
well as those that live in their local community. 
Throughout the year, we aim to develop the children’s 
awareness and a respect for the cultures and beliefs of 
other people from around the world. The children will be 
provided with opportunities to find out about past events 
in their own lives and are encouraged to be interested in 
the natural and man-made world around them. Children 
have opportunities to explore age appropriate technology 
and complete simple computer programmes.  

Expressive Arts and Design 

Children’s creativity is encouraged by supporting their 
curiosity, exploration and play. They are given the 
opportunity to explore and share their thoughts, ideas 
and feelings, through art, music, movement, dance, 
imaginative and role play activities and design 
technology. 

Personal, Social, Health and Economic Education 

Personal, Social, Health and Economic Education 
is taught across the whole school. It encourages children to become healthy, independent and 

responsible members of society. 

 

The children are given the knowledge, skills and understanding to: 

 Develop confidence and responsibility and to make the most of their abilities 

 Develop a healthy and safe lifestyle 

 Develop good relationships and respect the differences and similarities between people 

 Develop a sound understanding of risk 

 Develop the skills necessary to make informed decisions 

 

We develop these themes sensitively and care is taken to introduce sometimes difficult subject matter 

in a way that creates a positive mental attitude within each child. 

Sex and relationships is also part of the teaching programme. Structured teaching takes place in 

upper Key Stage 2. 



The School Curriculum 

The National Curriculum 

Three Core 

Subjects: 

 English 

 Mathematics 

 Science 

 

Foundation 

Subjects: 

 Art and Design 

 Computing 

 Design and Technology 

 Modern Foreign 

Languages (KS2) 

 Geography 

 History 

 Music 

 Religious Education (RE) 

 Physical Education (PE) 

 Personal, Social, Health 

and Economic Education 

(PSHE) 

Excellence in teaching and learning is at the  
heart of our school.  

 
We offer an exciting and creative curriculum which inspires and 
motivates the children to achieve their full potential. Recognising 
that all children are unique and individual, we provide a bespoke 
curriculum to meet their needs, whilst also ensuring that all children 
master the essential skills in English and Maths. 
 
Our curriculum is designed to give all children a desire to learn and 
enquire, through first-hand experience.  Staff are enthusiastic and 
knowledgeable and build positive relationships with pupils, ensuring 
all children succeed.  We work closely with families and our 
community, and offer a relevant and challenging curriculum. North 
Yorkshire is a beautiful part of the world which we utilise and 
celebrate within our curriculum planning. We enrich children's 
learning with visits and experiences beyond the classroom. Also we 
regularly invite visitors into school, from the wider community to 
work alongside the children.  
 
We embed Social, Moral, Spiritual, Cultural and Christian values so 
that pupils become confident and responsible citizens.  We 
promote the fundamental British values of democracy, the rule of 
law, individual liberty and mutual respect and tolerance of those 
with different faiths and beliefs. We also foster a culture of positivity 
and well-being.  The curriculum allows our pupils the opportunity to 
become articulate, respectful and confident communicators.  
 
Reading is at the heart of all that we do.  Throughout school, both 
children and staff have high expectations of what can be 
achieved.  Pupils pride themselves in the quality of their work and 
strive to improve through self-evaluation and focused feedback. 
 
Children have the opportunity to broaden their experiences in both 
physical and creative activities. We have a good sporting tradition 
and the children enjoy playing a range of sports and taking part in 
local and county-level events.  Our provision for music is also very 
good and the quality of singing is extremely impressive. 

 
We are very proud of our Hipswell curriculum. 

The Hipswell Curriculum  



Curriculum Information 

At Hipswell C of E Primary School, we strive for excellence in English achievement because literacy and 
communication are key life skills. Through the English curriculum, we help children develop the skills and 
knowledge that will enable them to express themselves effectively and creatively through spoken and 
written language. Pupils are given opportunities to develop their knowledge, understanding and use of 
spoken and written English within an exciting, cross-curricular curriculum. We want children to develop a 
love of reading, appreciating literature and its rich variety.  

Speaking and Listening                                                                                                                            
We plan a range of activities to promote confidence, clarity and fluency over a variety of purposes.  
Children are taught to communicate effectively, listen to and appreciate the opinions of others and 
articulate ideas and thoughts clearly through a range of activities such as re-telling stories and describing 
events, observations and experiences. 

Spelling and Phonics 
In Key Stage 1, pupils develop their ability to spell, read and write through daily phonics lessons and this 
is further developed and extended in Key Stage 2.  
 
Reading 
The provision for the development of reading skills ensures that pupils develop positive attitudes towards 
reading so that it is a pleasurable and meaningful activity. Pupils use reading skills as an integral part of 
learning throughout the curriculum and read and respond to a variety of texts whilst gaining increased 
level of fluency, accuracy, independence and understanding.  
 
Writing 
Teachers promote writing and look for ways to inspire and motivate pupils so that they see themselves as 
‘writers’. The writing process breaks down into a number of steps that are taught and practised regularly: 
planning, drafting and writing; evaluating and editing; proof-reading; reading aloud and sharing. 
 
Grammar and Punctuation 
Children are taught grammar and punctuation in line with the requirements of the National Curriculum. 
Discrete lessons are taught and skills are practised through writing lessons.  
 
Handwriting  
As soon as the children are ready, they are taught to sit properly in order to have the correct posture for 
writing, hold a pencil in the correct tripod grip and develop a legible and joined handwriting style. 
Throughout school, the cursive style is adopted, writing from the line.  

English 



Curriculum Information 

Maths 

Science 

Mathematics helps children to make sense of the world around them, through developing their ability to 
calculate, to reason, and solve problems. Children are taught the relationships between the different 
areas within Mathematics, that in turn, enables them to understand and appreciate relationships and 
patterns in both number and space in everyday lives. We aim to make mathematics exciting, relevant and 
fun!   
 
In Key Stages 1 and 2, pupils are taught the programmes of study from the National Curriculum for 
mathematics which are set out year-by-year. Through practical work and discussion, pupils complete 
work on number, calculations, place value, fractions, shape, measurement and statistics with increasing 
challenge as they move up the school.  
 
Our aim is for pupils to have a positive attitude towards maths so that they become confident learners. 
We also aim for pupils to develop the correct use of mathematical language when discussing their work. 
Pupils experience high quality daily maths lessons which supports them to become fluent mathematicians 
with good reasoning and problem-solving skills. 

At Hipswell Church of England Primary School, we deliver a high-quality science education for all which 
provides the foundations for understanding the world. Pupils are taught essential aspects of the 
knowledge, methods, processes and uses of science. We aim to develop a sense of excitement and 
curiosity about natural phenomena.  

Through our application of scientific skills and types of enquiry - observing over time, pattern seeking, 
identifying, classifying and grouping, comparative and fair testing, research using secondary sources - 
pupils are taught how science can be used to explain what is occurring, predict how things will behave, 
and analyse causes. They are encouraged to question, hypothesise and explore the topics in the 
National Curriculum, and the world around them, through practical investigations and research. 

 

Computing 

Computing education equips pupils to use 
computational thinking and creativity to understand 
and change the world. Our computing curriculum 
ensures our pupils become digitally literate so that 
they have the necessary skills for a constantly 
changing world. Pupils are taught to develop their 
programming skills and to use information and 
communication technology to express themselves 
and develop their ideas. The pupils have access to 
tablets and the computer suite. 

We provide a high-quality art and design 
curriculum which engages, inspires and 
challenges pupils, equipping them with the 
knowledge and skills to experiment, invent and 
create their own works of art, craft and design.   

 

Art and Design 



Foundation Subjects 

Design and technology is an inspiring, rigorous and 
practical subject. Using creativity and imagination, 
pupils design and make products that solve real and 
relevant problems within a variety of contexts, 
considering their own and others’ needs, wants and 
values.  

. 

Geography 

Modern Foreign Language 

Design and Technology 

Music Religious Education 

History 

 At Hipswell Church of England Primary School we 
provide a high-quality geography education which 
inspires in pupils a curiosity and fascination about 
the world and its people that will remain with them 
for the rest of their lives. Children will develop their 
understanding that geography is the study of how 
people and places interact with human and 
physical influences, to create the environment we 
and future generations live in. 

Pupils in Key Stage 2 develop an appreciation and 
understanding of the French language.  

The History curriculum at Hipswell ensures 
pupils gain a coherent knowledge and 
understanding of Britain’s past and of the wider 
world. It inspires pupils’ curiosity to know more 
about the past. Pupils develop confidence to ask 
perceptive questions, think critically, weigh 
evidence, sift arguments, and develop 
perspective and judgement.  

Skills and knowledge are taught through 
creatively planned topics where objectives, 
wherever possible, are linked to other curriculum 
areas. Whilst History is taught as a discrete 
subject, we also aim to make history a living 
subject, in which our children can begin to build 
up a picture of the past, relate it to their own 
experiences and arouse a life-long curiosity of 
the past. As children progress through the 
different key stages at Hipswell, they will 
become aware of various historical events that 
have affected today’s society and become 
secure with using historical vocabulary and 
terminology to express this understanding. 

Religious Education explores big questions about 
life, in order to find out what people believe and 
what difference this makes to how they live, so that 
pupils can make sense of religion and worldviews, 
reflecting on their own ideas and ways of living. 
Hipswell Church of England Primary School follows 
the agreed RE syllabus for North Yorkshire and 
uses the recommended Understanding Christianity 
resource from the Diocese of Leeds.  

The curriculum for RE aims to ensure that all pupils 
know about and understand a range of religions 
and worldviews, including the Christian faith. 

Music is a universal language that embodies one 
of the highest forms of creativity. Our high quality 
music education engages and inspires pupils to 
develop a love of music and their talent as 
musicians, and so increase their self-confidence, 
creativity and sense of achievement. 

Hipswell Church of England Primary School has 
a tradition for good musical provision. Music 
plays an important role in the wider life of the 
school in daily assemblies, church services and 
school productions and performances. 



SEN & Sporting Provision 

Special Educational Needs 

Hipswell Church of England Primary School welcomes children with Special Educational Needs and 

Disabilities (SEND).  An established Special Educational Needs Policy exists within the school and is 

available to assist you if you feel your child has Special Needs. 

Mrs. S. Regan is responsible for the 

coordination of Special Educational Needs 

and Disabilities.  

The SEND Governor is Mr. T. Zaranko. 
 

Our aims are: 

 To ensure that pupils have access to a broad, 

balanced and relevant curriculum. 

 To educate pupils with special educational 

needs, wherever possible, alongside their peers. 

 To ensure self-esteem is preserved or enhanced. 

 To identify and assess pupils with special 

education needs at an early stage. 

 To meet the individual needs of all children who 

have special educational needs. 

 To encourage effective liaison between the 

school and parents/guardians. 

 To form and maintain links with outside agencies. 

The Hipswell physical education curriculum inspires all pupils to succeed and excel in competitive sport 

and other physically-demanding activities. PE at Hipswell provides opportunities for pupils to become 

physically confident in a way which supports their health and fitness. There are also opportunities for 

pupils to compete in sport and other activities which builds character and helps to embed key values 

such as respect, determination, teamwork, honesty, fairness and self-belief.  

Through our high-quality physical education curriculum, pupils; develop competence to excel in a broad 

range of physical activities; are physically active for sustained periods of time; engage in competitive 

sports and activities and are taught how to lead healthy, active lives.  

We aim to educate all pupils about the importance of a healthy lifestyle, physical fitness and personal 
wellbeing. 

KS2 children attend Catterick Swimming Pool for regular swimming lessons and all children take part in 
cluster sporting activities as well as inter school competitions. 

Upper KS2 children are invited to take part in a bi-annual visit to an Outdoor Residential Centre. 

PE and Sporting Provision 



Working in Partnership 

Cluster Groups and The Swaledale Alliance 

Our school is part of the Catterick Group of seven 

schools. Within this Cluster, staff are able to share 

expertise, training and resources. We are involved in 

multi school events where the children have the 

opportunity to mix with peers from other schools. 

We are also part of The Swaledale Alliance. This is a 52 

school partnership based across North Yorkshire. This 

collaboration of 51 primary schools and 1 secondary 

school works together to improve outcomes for all their 

young people. 

Assemblies and Acts of Collective Worship 

Being a Church school affects all that we do.  It means trying to treat everyone, pupils, staff 

and parents, as valuable and significant people.  This is something we want the children to 

learn as well.  Our regular Acts of Collective Worship are a fundamental way of helping the 

children to develop their own values.  There are regular class assemblies and, once a 

fortnight, members of the local clergy help to lead the school worship, which includes Christian 

songs and prayers.  Assemblies are used to help celebrate the children’s achievements and to 

increase their sense of being part of the whole school family. 

Complaints 

In the event of a complaint 

arising about the school or a 

member of staff, the 

complainant should first of all 

approach the Headteacher.  If 

the Headteacher is unable to 

resolve the matter to the 

satisfaction of the complainant, 

the matter should be referred 

to the Governing Body. 



Headteacher: Mr J. Sykes  

Deputy Headteacher: Miss C. Ewbank 

Hipswell Church of England Primary School  

Hipswell Village 

Catterick Garrison 

North Yorkshire 

DL9 4BB 

 

   01748 832513 

 

   www.hipswell.n-yorks.sch.uk 

 

Hipswell Church of England Primary School  


